ABOUT CATHEEINE DE> MEDICI
" You are a loyal subject," said Catherine with a smile, " and I will never forget you."
She held out her hand, famous for its beauty, drawing off her glove as a mark of special favor. And Christophe, as he kissed that exquisite hand, was more Royalist than ever.
"Then I shall be rid of that wretch without my having anything to do with it," was her reflection as she put on her glove.
She mounted her mule and returned to the Louvre with her two pages.
Christophe drank, but he was gloomy; Fare's austere face reproached him for his apostasy; however, later events justified the old Syndic. Christophe would certainly never have escaped in the massacre of Saint-Bartholomew; his wealth and lands would have attracted the butchers. History has recorded the cruel fate of the wife of Lallier's successor, a beautiful woman, whose naked body remained hanging by the hair for three days to one of the starlings of the Pont au Change. Babette could shudder then as she reflected that such a fate might have been hers if Christophe had remained a Calvinist, as the Reformers were soon generally called. Calvin's ambition was fulfilled, but not till after his death.
This was the origin of the famous Lecamus family of lawyers. Tallemant des Reaux was mistaken in saying they had come from Picardy. It was afterwards to the interest of the Lecamus family to refer their beginnings to the time when they had acquired their principal estate, situated in that province.
Christophe's son, and his successor under Louis XIIL, was father of that rich President Lecamus, who in Louis XIV.'s time built the magnificent mansion which divided with the Hotel Lambert the admiration of Parisians and foreigners, and which is certainly one of the finest buildings in Paris. This house still exists in the Rue de Thorigny, though it was pillaged at the beginning of the Revolution, as belonging to M. de Juigne, Archbishop of Paris. All the paintings were then defaced, and the lodgers who have